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wilderness. The brothers, however, cleared the land
and built a new capital, in which the wise Yudhish-
thir reigned as king. Then he sent out heralds in
all directions to proclaim his supremacy over the
neighbouring kings, who were invited to a great
festival, at which sacrifices would be made to the gods
and homage paid to King Yudhishthir. A special
herald was sent to Dhrita-rashtra, namely Nakula, the
new monarch's younger brother, who was enjoined
to speak very courteously to the blind old king, and
to beg the favour of his presence at the forthcoming
banquet and sacrificial feast. Even Duryodhan was
included in the invitation, and consented to appear
among the guests.

The new king spared no trouble to do honour to
his royal and noble guests. He set up the gay
pavilions in which the people delighted, he gave
costly gifts to the priests, and distributed untold
wealth among the poor. The sacrificial ceremony
was conducted with due solemnity, and among the
holy men it was credibly reported that the gods had
regarded the offering with special favour, and that

" Bright Immortals, robed in sunlight, sailed across

the liquid sky,

And their gleaming cloud-borne chariots rested on
the turrets high."

Then followed the ceremony of anointment, a
rite of special sanctity to which only kings and
Brahmans were bidden. When this had been per-